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Happy New Year and welcome back!  We 
hope you enjoyed a relaxing winter break 
filled with family, fun, and laughter!  We also 
hope you’re ready to send your kids back to 
us...and that they’re eager to get back into 
their learning routines.  We cherish our time 
with our own families--which reminds us 
daily just how quickly children grow up.  
 
The Learning at Home (LAH) notebook will 
continue to come home daily.  As a 
reminder this is an opportunity for your child 
to take classroom learning beyond the walls 
of the school.  This is a place to experiment 
with language, try on techniques and 
strategies we’ve learned in class, explore 
new thinking, and to play.  Rather than 
make excuses for missed work, we would 
like students to take the responsibility to 
catch up on missed learning invitations on 
days when their schedules allow.  We know 
that learning takes time and effort--and that 
we tend to be best at those skills and 
processes that we care about and practice 
with regularity.  The LAH notebook is that 
reminder that learning is not just for the 
teacher!  In addition to the LAH notebook 
prompts, your child should also be reading 
daily (we recommend at least 15 minutes) 
and practicing some kind of math (telling 
time, multiplication/division facts, adding 
and subtracting, etc.)  Please help your 
child set up a routine to accomplish this 
important learning...and get the notebook 
back and forth to school each day. 
 
Before the break, students in room 6 spent 
some time teaching themselves and each 
other to play some card games (think: Uno, 
Common threads, Phase 10, Low Down…) 
by reading the directions themselves and 
then figuring out just what those directions 

mean in practice.  While many of these 
games are readily available in the toy 
section of stores like Target, they offer 
multitudes of learning opportunities.  We 
hope you have (or will develop) a practice of 
playing card or board games with your child 
at home.  
 
Before we left school in December, Cecily 
Walker planned a very fun holiday party for 
our class!  A big thank you goes out to 
Cecily and all the parents who helped out. 
It was a great way to kick off our two week 
break!  We played holiday bingo and some 
estimation games. 
 
If you didn’t get a chance to see the 
gorgeous poinsettia painting display on the 
wall outside our classroom before the break, 
please stop by and check it out!  And while 
you’re there, read the “Dear Poinsettia” 
poems that incorporate both nonfiction 
information about these special flowers and 
poetic techniques we’ve been practicing in 
class.  Here’s a tiny sneak preview to pique 
your interest! 
 

 

How wonderful it is that nobody need to wait a single moment before starting to improve the 
world.  Anne Frank 

 

mailto:kim.douillard@cardiffschools.com
mailto:laura.stuart@cardiffschools.com

